Unusual features in four canine meningiomas.
Several subtypes of canine meningioma are recognized. This report describes four canine meningiomas with previously unreported features. The four affected dogs were of different breeds. Three of the affected dogs were male and aged 7-10 years. In one dog, age and gender were not recorded. Meningiomas were located intracranially (three dogs) or within the vertebral canal (one dog). Two meningiomas resembled gemistocytic astrocytomas, while one had focal features of a rhabdoid tumour; these three meningiomas also contained amyloid deposits. The fourth tumour, a secretory meningioma, was rich in amianthoid fibres (i.e. unusual collagen deposits containing giant collagen fibres). All of these features are also described in human meningiomas.